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PREFACE 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Carmarthen  Rural  District 

Council 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

It  affords  me  much  pleasure  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report 
for  the  year  1970  and  to  state  that  the  health  of  the  population 
remained  at  a satisfactory  level.  Details  and  various  statistics  are 
shown  in  the  main  part  of  the  report. 

It  is  again  interesting  to  note  that  according  to  the  Registrar 
General  the  population  of  the  Rural  District  continued  to  decline  and 
is  80  less  than  for  1969,  which,  apart  from  1963,  is  the  lowest  since 
1950. 

In  comparison  with  last  year  : — 

(a)  the  birth  rate  increased  from  14.1  to  15.1  per  1,000  estimated 
home  population. 

(b)  the  death  rate  showed  a very  slight  decrease,  viz.  from 
14.5  to  14.4  per  1,000  estimated  home  population. 

(c)  cancer  deaths  increased  by  1. 

It  is  most  gratifying  to  be  able  to  record  the  completion  of  the 
Towy  Water  Scheme  and  also  the  completion  of  sewerage  schemes 
at  Llangunnor  and  Clynderwen,  the  latter  scheme  having  been  carried 
out  jointly  with  Narberth  Rural  District  Council. 

It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  the  Council  is  pursuing  its  policy  of 
providing  an  adequate  sewage  disposal  system  throughout  the  rural 
district.  Naturally  this  must  be  rather  a long  drawn  out  process 
but  nevertheless  such  schemes,  when  completed,  will  be  a decided 
step  forward  in  the  prevention  of  pollution  of  our  delightful  country- 
side. 

The  Rodent  Control  Service  was  well  utilised  by  the  public  and 
undoubtedly  affords  a most  essential  service  to  the  community. 

The  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  and  Housing  Manager  will, 
in  his  report,  be  commenting  upon  the  sanitary  circumstances  of  the 
area,  and  I would  once  again  like  to  pay  tribute  to  him  and  the 
staff  of  the  department  for  the  efficient  handling  of  Public  Health 
matters. 

I wish  to  thank  the  Members  of  the  Council  for  their  co-operation 
and  for  the  wholehearted  manner  in  which  they  have  supported  me 
during  the  year  also  my  colleagues  and  their  staff  for  their  continued 
support  and  help. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

ELFYN  T.  JONES, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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No  specific  Committees  deal  with  matters  of  public  health  ; the 
whole  Council  is  responsible. 


The  following  are  Members  of  the  Council : — 
Mr.  E.  R.  Griffiths  (Chairman) 


Mr.  H.  D.  Bowen 


Mr.  J.  O.  Davies 
Rev.  D.  D.  Protheroe 
Mr.  W.  D.  Richards 
Mr.  David  Jones 
Mr.  H.  M.  Davies 
Rev.  D.  A.  Gwyn 
Mr.  F.  E.  John 
Mr.  Daniel  Williams 
Mr.  T.  H.  Richards 
Mr.  P.  M.  Lewis 
Mr.  H.  H.  Jones 
Mr.  D.  J.  V.  Jones 
Mr.  D.  H.  Pallant 
Rev.  W.  J.  Rees 
Mr.  J.  R.  Rees 
Mr.  J.  C.  Evans 
Rev.  W.  J.  B.  Evans 

Mr. 


(Vice-Chairman) 

Mr.  I.  J.  Williams 

Mr.  William  Thomas 

Mr.  H.  A.  Williams 

Mr.  William  Evans 

Mr.  William  Davies 

Mr.  D.  P.  Jones 

Mr.  D.  J.  Stephens 

Rev.  J.  M.  Thomas 

Mr.  G.  T.  Rees 

Mr.  V.  L.  James 

Mr.  E.  J.  Thomas 

Mr.  J.  M.  Crimmins 

Mr.  O.  J.  Williams 

Mr.  B.  D.  R.  Thomas 

Major  W.  H.  Butler  Jenkins 

Mr.  W.  D.  Thomas 

Mr.  H.  G.  James 

J.  Lewis 


Clerk  and  Chief  Executive  Officer  : 
Mr.  JOHNNIE  THOMAS 


Medical  Officer  of  Health : 

Dr.  ELFYN  T.  JONES,  B.Sc.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  and  Housing  Manager  : 

Mr.  GETHIN  THOMAS,  F.R.S.H,  M.A.P.H.I.,  A.I.H.M. 

Engineer  and  Surveyor  : 

Mr.  G.  G.  THOMAS,  M.Inst.B.E. 

Treasurer  : 

Mr.  W.  P.  LI.  GREVILLE,  A.I.M.T.A.,  A.R.V.A. 
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STAFF— PUBLIC  HEALTH  AND  HOUSING  DEPARTMENT 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

ELFYN  T.  JONES,  B.Sc.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  and  Housing  Manager  : 

GETHIN  THOMAS,  F.R.S.H.,  M.A.P.H.I.,  A.I.H.M. 

Public  Health  Inspector  and  Deputy  Housing  Manager  : 

A.  G.  PITT,  M.A.P.H.I. 

Public  Health  Inspectors  and  Assistant  Housing  Officers  : 

R.  S.  MITCHELL,  M.A.P.H.I. 

E.  CLOSS-PARRY,  M.A.P.H.I. 

Student  Public  Health  Inspector  : 

P.  M.  R.  DAVIES 

Technical  Assistant : 

RALPH  JONES 

Chief  Clerk  : 

D.  J.  G.  GRIFFITHS 

Clerks  : 

C.  B.  JONES  (Assistant  Chief  Clerk) 

Miss  M.  A.  DAVIES 
Miss  E.  O.  JONES 


SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 

The  Carmarthen  Rural  District  covers  an  area  of  202,733  acres 
and  has  29  Parishes  which  for  Public  Health  Administration  purposes 
are  divided  into  three  divisions  each  being  under  the  supervision 
of  a Public  Health  Inspector. 

The  Divisions  are  as  follows  : — 

Carmarthen  Division  ...  Parishes  of  Abergwili,  Abernant, 

Cynwyl  Elfed,  Llanpumsaint,  Llan- 
gain,  Llangynog,  Llanllawddog, 
Llanstephan,  Newchurch,  Meidrim, 
Trelech-a’r-BetwSi,  and  Part  of  St. 
Clears. 

Llangendeime  Division  ...  Parishes  of  Llanarthney,  Llan- 

ddarog,  Llangunnor,  Llandyfaelog, 
Llangendeime  and  St.  Ishmael. 

Whitland  Division  ...  Parishes  of  Laughame  Township, 

Llanboidy,  Llanddowror,  Llan- 
gynin,  Llanwinio,  Cilymaenllwyd, 
Henllanfallteg,  Llandissilio-East, 
Eglwyscummin,  Pendine,  Whitland 
and  Part  of  St.  Clears. 

For  Registration  purposes  the  area  is  divided  into  the  following 
four  Registration  Sub-Districts  : — 

Abergwili,  Llangain  and  St.  Clears  (Carmarthen  Rural). 

Llangendeime. 

Cynwyl. 

Llanboidy. 

The  mid-year  home  population  as  estimated  by  the  Registrar 
General  for  1970  is  27,870. 

The  area  is  mainly  agricultural,  the  inhabitants  being  engaged 
in  farming  and  allied  trades.  Milk  factories  are  situated  at  Whitland, 
St.  Clears  and  Pensarn  (Llangunnor). 

Part  of  the  parishes  of  Llanarthney,  Llanddarog  and  Llangen- 
deime border  on  the  anthracite  coalfield,  and  naturally  the  main 
occupation  of  that  area  is  coal  mining. 

There  are  a number  of  quarries  throughout  the  rural  area,  some 
of  which  produce  lime  used  extensively  by  the  farming  industry  and 
others  producing  chippings  and  tarmacadam  used  throughout  the  area 
for  road  construction  and  maintenance  in  general  building  work. 

No  particular  occupation  (coal  mining  excepted)  can  be  said  to 
have  any  prejudical  effect  upon  the  health  of  the  people. 

The  Rateable  value  of  the  area  is  £627,119  the  sum  represented 
by  a Penny  Rate  £2,495  and  the  number  of  dwellings  according  to 
the  Rate  Book  is  9,887. 
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Comparison  for  the  last  five  years. 


Year 

1966 

1967 

1968 

1969 

1970 

Population 

j 

28,050 

27,990 

28,1001 

27,950 

27,870 

Rateable  Value 

£547,094 

£567,902 

£584,580 

£600,222 

£627,119 

Penny  Rate 

£2,110 

£2,202 

£2,290 

£2,362 

£2,495 

Dwellings 

9,192 

9,653 

9,739 

9,828 

9,887 

Public  Swimming  Baths  : 

There  are  no  public  swimming  baths  in  the  area  of  the  rural 
district. 


VITAL  STATISTICS 

Live  Births  : 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

209 

195 

404 

Illegitimate 

10 

8 

18 

219 

203 

422 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  estimated  home  population — 15.1. 


Still  Births  : 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Number  ...  ...  ...  7 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and 

3 

10 

still-births 

Rate  per  1,000  estimated  home 

... 

23.0 

population  

... 

0.36 

Total  Live  and  Still-Births  ...  226 

206 

432 

Infant  Deaths  (deaths  under  1 year)  5 

6 

11 

Causes  of  Infant  Deaths  : — 

Enteritis  and  other  Diarrhoeal  Diseases 

1 

Congenital  Anomalies  

4 

Birth  Injury,  Difficult  Labour  etc 

3 

Other  Causes  of  Perinatal  Mortality  ... 

3 
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Ages  at  which  Infant  Deaths  occurred 

Under  1 week  ...  

1 week  and  under  4 weeks 
4 weeks  and  under  1 year 


6 

1 

4 


Infant  Mortality  Rates  : 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  26.0 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  ...  25.0 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  ...  56.0 


Maternal  Mortality  : 

Number  of  Deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 


Deaths  (All  Ages) 


Males  Females  Total 

216  184  400 


Death  rate  per  1,000  estimated  home  population — 14.4. 


Vital  Statistics  and  Comparison  for  the  last  Five 
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CLASSIFICATION  OF  DEATHS  1970 


Enteritis  and  Other  Diarrhoeal  Diseases 
Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 
Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Buccal  Cavity  etc. 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Oesophagus  ... 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Intestine 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Prostate 
Leukaemia 

Other  Malignant  Neoplasms 
Benign  and  Unspecified  Neoplasms  ... 
Diabetes  Mellitus 
Mental  Disorders 
Multiple  Sclerosis 

Other  Diseases  of  Nervous  System  ... 

Chronic  Rheumatic  Heart  Disease  ... 

Hypertensive  Disease 

Ischaemic  Heart  Disease 

Other  Forms  of  Heart  Disease 

Cerebrovascular  Disease 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

Influenza 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema  ... 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 
Peptic  Ulcer  ... 

Intestinal  Obstruction  and  Hernia  ... 
Cirrhosis  of  Liver  ... 

Other  Diseases  of  Digestive  System  .... 
Other  Diseases,  Genito-Urinary  System 
Abortion 

Diseases  of  Musculo- Skeletal  System 

Congenital  Anomalies 

Birth  Injury,  Difficult  Labour  etc.  ... 

Other  Causes  of  Perinatal  Mortality 

Symptoms  and  111  Defined  Conditions 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

All  Other  Accidents  ... 

Suicide  and  Self  Inflicted  Injuries  ... 

All  Other  External  Causes  ... 


Males 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

8 

11 


2 

2 

11 

1 

1 


Females 

1 


3 

6 

3 

1 

4 
3 

2 

8 

1 

1 

2 

1 

3 

4 


Total 

2 

1 

1 

1 

4 

8 

11 

12 

4 

3 
2 

4 
19 

1 

2 

1 

2 

2 

4 

7 


70 

40 

110 

9 

8 

17 

23 

36 

59 

6 

7 

13 

3 

2 

5 

11 

7 

18 

9 

4 

13 

10 

1 

11 

2 

— 

2 

— 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

— 

3 

3 

4 

1 

5 

— 

1 

1 

— 

3 

3 

2 

4 

6 

1 

2 

3 

2 

1 

3 

— 

4 

4 

2 

1 

3 

9 

9 

18 

2 

5 

7 

2 

— 

2 

216 

184 

4-00 

Deaths  in  Age  Groups 

0 — 1 years — 11 

1 — 4 years — 5 
5 — 14  years — 4 

15 — 24  years — 3 
25 — 34  years — 2 


35 — 44  years — 7 

45 — 54  years — 31 
55 — 64  years — 59 
65 — 74  years — 112 
75  + —166 
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Cancer 

The  number  of  deaths  from  cancer  in  recent  years  : — 


1966 

1967 

19681 

1969 

1970 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Buccal  Cavity  etc. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Malignant  neoplasm — stomach 

8 

11  1 

6 

9 

8 

Malignant  neoplasm — lung,  bronchus  ... 

9 

12 

8 

11 

12 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  ...  ...  ...: 

6 

3 

6 

1 

4 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

1 

2 

3 

6 

3 

Malignant  neoplasm.  Prostate 

— 

— 

— 

3 

2 

Malignant  neoplasm,  intestine 

— 

— 

— 

8 

11 

Malignant  neoplasm,  oesophagus 

— 

— 

— 

2 

4 

Other  malignant  neoplasm  etc.  ... 

31 

24 

19 

23 

19 

Totals  ... 

55 

52 

42 

63 

64 

TUBERCULOSIS 
Respiratory  Tuberculosis  : 

During  the  year  eight  new  cases  (7  males ; 1 female)  were 
notified,  and  when  one  considers  that  during  the  previous  year  there 
were  three  new  cases  it  is  obvious  that  vigilance  is  still  needed  in  an 
endeavour  to  completely  eliminate  this  disease.  Fortunately,  it 
appears  all  cases  are  detected  at  a fairly  early  stage  and  therefore  a 
complete  recovery  to  normal  health  is  ensured  as  a result  of  early 
commencement  of  treatment. 

The  eight  cases  in  1970  occurred  in  the  following  age  groups  : — 
5 — 9 years — 1 35 — 44  years — 1 

10 — 14  years — 1 45 — 54  years — 2 

65 — 74  years — 3 

There  was  one  male  death  from  the  disease. 


Non-Respiratory  Tuberculosis  : 

One  new  male  case  aged  82  years  notified. 
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TUBERCULOSIS  REGISTER— NOTIFICATIONS  AND 

WITHDRAWALS 


Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Totals 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Number  of  cases  on  Register 
1/1/70  

65 

30 

10 

16 

75 

46 

Number  of  cases  notified  for  the 
first  time  during  the  year  ... 

7 

1 

1 

— 

8 

1 

Number  of  transfers  from  other 
areas  during  the  year 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Number  of  cases  removed  from 
the  Register  during  the  year 

5 

1 

— 

1 

5 

2 

Number  of  cases  remaining  on  the 
Register  as  at  31/12/70 

67 

30 

11 

15 

78 

45 
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MASS  RADIOGRAPHY  SERVICE 

In  January  a special  survey  was  carried  out  by  a Mobile  Unit 
of  the  Mass  Radiography  Service  at  the  Ministry  of  Defence  (Proof 
and  Experimental  Establishment)  Pendine  including  Ministry  of 
Works  and  Ministry  of  Supply  employees. 


Number  examined — 277  together  with  an  additional  33  general 
population  volunteers  and  7 miscellaneous  contractors. 

TUBERCULOSIS— INCIDENCE  AND  DEATH  RATES 
FOR  LAST  TWENTY  YEARS  1951-1970 


Year 

Incidence 

Deaths 

Case  Rate  per  1,000 
Population 

Death  Rate  per 
Population 

1,000 

Resp. 

Non- 

Resp. 

Total 

Resp. 

Non- 

Resp. 

Total 

1951 

1.24 

.18 

1.42 

.42 

.07 

.49 

1952 

.91 

.32 

1.23 

.17 

.03 

.20 

1953 

1.34 

.14 

1.48 

.10 

.03 

.13 

1954 

1.01  1 

.21 

1.22 

.18 

— 

.18 

1955 

1.16 

.21 

1.37 

.32 

.03 

.35 

1956 

.67 

.18 

.85 

.14 

— 

.14 

1957 

.88 

.03 

.91 

.11 

— 

.11 

1958 

.81 

.14 

.95 

.11 

— 

.11 

1959 

.39  ! 

— 

.39 

.14 

— 

.14 

1960 

.53 

.11 

.64 

.10 

— 

.10 

1961 

.54 

.18 

.72 

.11  < 

— 

.11 

1962 

.61 

.04 

.65 

.07 

.03 

.10 

1963 

.11 

.07 

.18 

.04  ' 

— 

.04 

1964 

.28 

.07 

.35 

— 

.03 

.03 

1965 

.18 

.03 

.21 

.03 

— 

.03 

1966 

.36  '• 

.03 

.39 

— 

— 



1967 

.25 

.07 

.32 

— 

— 

— 

1968 

.04 

— 

.04 

— 

— 

— 

1969 

.11 

.11 

.22 

— 

— 

— 

1970 

.29 

.04 

.33 

.04 

— 

.04 

Average 

for  the 

twenty 

.58 

.11 

.69 

.10 

.01 

.11 

years 

Average 

for  the 

first  5 

1.13 

.21 

1.34 

.24 

.03 

.27 

year  period 

1951-1955 

Average 

for  the 

last  5 

.21 

.05 

.26 

.01 

.00 

.01 

year  period 

1966-1970 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
IN  THE  AREA 


Laboratory  Facilities  : 

As  in  former  years  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  situated  at 
the  West  Wales  General  Hospital,  Glangwili,  Carmarthen,  and  which 
is  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  H.  D.  S.  Morgan,  again  proved  of 
inestimable  value  to  the  health  services  of  the  area. 

Ambulance  Facilities  : 

Ambulance  facilities,  including  facilities  for  the  transport  of 
sitting  car  cases,  are  under  the  control  of  the  County  Council. 

Home  Nursing  Service  : 

Twelve  district  nurses  in  direct  employ  of  County  Council  in 
the  following  districts  : — 

Drefach,  Ferryside,  Gorslas,  Laughame,  Llanstephan,  Meidrim, 
Trelech,  Pontyates,  Cynwyl  Elfed,  Llanboidy,  Llanarthney,  St.  Clears 
and  Whitland. 

In  addition  the  five  district  nurses  employed  in  the  Carmarthen 
Combined  district  undertake  duties  in  the  Rural  area. 

Child  Health  Clinics  : 

Ten  Child  Health  Clinics  in  the  area  viz  : — Carmarthen,  Ferry- 
side,  Cross  Hands,  Laughame,  Llanstephan,  Meidrim,  Pendine, 
Pontyates,  St.  Clears  and  Whitland. 

Ante-Natal  Clinics  : 

Three  Ante-Natal  clinics — Cross  Hands,  Kidwelly  (ceased  28th 
August)  and  Pontyates  (ceased  18th  November). 

The  Care  of  Unmarried  Mothers  and  their  Children  : 

Arrangements  are  made  for  unmarried  mothers  to  be  admitted 
to  one  of  the  following  hostels  : — Northlands,  Cardiff  ; Cwmdonkin 
Shelter,  Swansea  ; The  Llandaff  Diocesan  Moral  Welfare  Committee 
Hostel,  Penarth  or  the  St.  Martin’s  Home,  Hereford. 

This  is  the  responsibility  of  the  County  Council,  and  also  the 
St.  Davids  Diocesan  Moral  Welfare  Committee. 

Hospital  Accommodation  : 

Infectious  Diseases  : 

The  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  is  situated  at  Upper  Tumble 
near  Llanelli,  and  is  under  the  control  of  the  Regional  Hospital  Board. 


-14- 


General  Hospital  Facilities  : 

Hospital  facilities  are  available  at  Priory  Street  and  at  Glan- 
gwili,  Carmarthen  and  both  are  known  as  the  West  Wales  General 
Hospital.  The  Hospital  provides  treatment  for  general  medical  and 
surgical  diseases  for  the  whole  of  the  West  Wales  area.  The  West 
Wales  Hospital  Management  Committee  also  provide  beds  for  geri- 
atric patients. 


Chiropody  Service  : 

(a)  The  County  Council  have  established  a chiropody  clinic 
at  Drefach. 

(b)  Voluntary  Organisations  have  established  clinics  at  Carway, 
Cefneithin,  Ferryside,  Gorslas,  Laughame,  Llanarthney, 
Llanstephan,  St.  Clears  and  Whitland. 


Venereal  Diseases  : 

The  Regional  Hospital  Board  is  responsible  for  the  treatment 
of  Venereal  Diseases.  Clinics  where  free  treatment  may  be  obtained 
under  conditions  of  secrecy  and  confidence  are  held  at  the  West  Wales 
General  Hospital,  Glangwili,  Carmarthen. 

These  clinics  are  held  as  follows  : — 

Males  and  Females — First  and  Third  Friday  in  each  month 

2 p.m.  to  6 p.m. 


National  Assistance  Acts,  1948  and  1951  : 

Section  47  of  the  1948  Act — Removal  to  suitable  premises  of 
persons  in  need  of  care  and  attention. 

It  is  pleasing  to  report  that  no  case  called  for  action  to  be  taken 
by  the  Council  during  the  year. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Infectious  diseases  cases  notified  during  the  year  were  as  follows  : 

Males  Females  Total 

Measles 

69 

59 

128 

Dysentery 

2 

1 

3 

Scarlet  Fever 

2 

1 

3 

Food  Poisoning 

1 

— 

1 

Infective  Jaundice  ... 

8 

6 

14 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis  ... 

7 

1 

8 

Non-Respiratory  Tuberculosis 

1 

— 

1 

Distribution  of  the  above  Infectious  Disease  cases  into  Parishes  : 


Parish 

Measles 

Dysentery 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Salmonella 

Infection 

or 

Food 

Poisoning 

Infective 

Jaundice 

Respiratory 

Tuberculosis 

Non-Respiratory 

Tuberculosis 

Abergwili 

8 

_ 

_ 

_ __ 

Abemant 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Llanarthney 

13 

— 

— 

— 

5 

1 

— 

Llanddarog 

— 

— 

1 ! 

— 

2 

— 

1 

Llandyfaelog 

26 

1 

— 

1 

3 

— 

— 

Llangain 

18 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Llangendeime 

2 

2 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Llangunnor 

39 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Llangynog 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Llanpumsaint 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Llanstephan 

8 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

Meidrim 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Newchurch 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

St.  Clears 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

St.  Ishmael 

3 

— 

— 

— 

2 ' 

— 

— 

VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION 

Statistics  relating  to  Vaccination  and  Immunisation  during  the 
year  for  the  County  as  a whole,  given  by  the  County  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  are  as  follows  : — 
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(i)  Smallpox : 


Age  at  date  of 
Vaccination 

Number 

Vaccinated 

Number 

Revaccinated 

Under  1 year 

63 

— 

Age  1 year 

847 

— 

2—4  

118 

12 

5—15  

39 

52 

Vaccination  of  persons  under  16 


Born 

1970 

Bom 

1969 

Born 

1968 

Born 

1967 

1963- 

1966 

Other 

—16 

Boosters 

Triple  Antigen  ... 

849 

509 

47 

18 

28 

7 

808 

Diphtheria/tetanus 

5 

7 

1 

1 

11 

6 

474 

Tetanus  ... 

1 

1 

2 

1 

14 

93 

172 

Polio 

872 

507 

61 

22 

34 

11 

629 

Measles 

3 

119 

123 

81 

132 

23 

— 

Rubella 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

27 

— 

SCHOOLS 

The  Local  Education  Authority  is  the  County  Council.  There 
are  46  Primary  Schools  (47  Departments)  and  4 Secondary  Schools 
within  the  Rural  Area. 

No  schools  within  the  area  of  the  Rural  District  were  closed  on 
account  of  infectious  diseases  during  1970. 

Water  Supply : 

Mr.  G.  G.  Thomas,,  the  Council’s  Engineer  and  Surveyor  reports 
as  follows  on  the  position  at  the  end  of  1970. 

The  position  in  the  areas  covered  by  mains  water  was  much 
better  during  this  year  than  was  the  case  in  preceeding  years. 

No  restrictions  were  necessary  on  either  the  Western  or  Eastern 
Area  Schemes  and  the  only  parts  where  some  minor  restrictions 
during  night  hours  had  to  be  imposed  were  a few  areas  on  the  Llaw- 
ddog  Scheme  for  a period  of  two  or  three  weeks  only. 

This  improvement  was  due  to  two  factors,  namely,  on  the 
Western  Area  the  full  use  of  the  temporary  diesel  pumps  at  Pendine 
to  take  water  from  the  new  source  at  Morfa  Bychan  to  augment  the 
bulk  supply  from  Pembrokeshire  Water  Board  and  on  the  Eastern 
Area  to  the  completion  of  the  Towy  Scheme. 
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The  completion  of  the  Towy  Scheme  was  marked  by  an  official 
opening  on  the  25th  September,  1970,  when  the  Council  paid  me  the 
signal  honour  of  performing  the  ceremony.  Since  that  date  the 
scheme  although  not  fully  automated  by  the  end  of  the  year,  has 
supplied  both  the  Carmarthen  Borough  and  ourselves  with  the  quant- 
ities of  water  designed  for. 

The  Morfa  Bychan  Scheme  has  made  steady  progress  during 
the  year  including  the  completion  of  the  one  million  gallons  reservoir 
at  Brandy  Hill  near  Whidand,  and  further  work  on  the  construction 
of  the  Treatment  Works  at  Upper  Pendine.  This  work  is  now 
scheduled  for  completion  by  the  early  summer  of  1971,  when  the 
area  will  then  be  adequately  covered  by  mains  water  at  all  times. 

During  the  year  a new  main  was  laid  down  from  Penllain 
Reservoir  on  the  Towy  Scheme  via  Bancycapel  to  Llandyfaelog  and 
this  has  enabled  Towy  Water  to  be  fed  into  the  areas  between 
Bancycapel,  Llandyfaelog  and  Carmarthen  as  well  as  the  Pensarn 
and  Llangunnor  areas.  This  has  provided  a welcomed  relief  to  the 
Llyn-llech-Owen  supply  which  has  been  used  to  its  limits  in  recent 
years. 

It  is  anticipated  that  the  Towy  Scheme  Works  will  be  fully 
automated  early  in  1971  and  it  is  then  proposed  to  carry  out  several 
extensions  in  the  Eastern  Area  which  have  been  held  in  abeyance  until 
this  scheme  was  completed. 

Approval  has  been  received  to  carry  out  extensions  to  the  mains 
at  Llanglydwen,  Laughame  Road  and  on  the  Gynin  area  and  these 
should  be  completed  during  the  early  part  of  1971. 

A total  of  108  samples  were  taken  from  various  sources  for 
analysis  seven  of  which  were  slightly  below  standard  and  which  were 
immediately  rectified.  The  Public  Health  Department  also  took 
numerous  samples  from  these  sources  during  the  year. 

The  rainfall  records  for  the  year  as  compared  with  1969  were 
as  follows  : — 


1969 

1970 

Carmarthen 

48.62" 

50.43" 

Whitland 

48.11" 

54.80" 

Gorslas 

56.20" 

69.66" 
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Dwelling  Houses  and  number  of  population  supplied  from  Public 
Water  Mains  are  as  follows  : — 


Parish 

Houses 
supplied  | 
from  : 
Stand- 
pipes 

Houses 
connected' 
to  mains 

1 

Total 

: 

Pop- 

ulation 

Abergwili  ) 

Cynwyl  Elfed  ) Llawddog 
Newchurch  ) Supply 

Nil 

871 

871 

2613 

Llanpumsaint  ) 
Llanllawddog  ) 
Abemant 

9 

21 

30 

96 

Pendine 

Nil 

86 

86 

275 

Henllanfallteg 

1 

51 

52 

186 

Whitland 

Nil 

489 

489 

1564 

Trelech-ar-Betws 

Nil 

47 

47 

150 

St.  Ishmael 

Nil 

429 

429 

1372 

Cilymaenllwyd 

Nil 

54 

54 

173 

Llandissilio  East  ... 

Nil 

68 

68 

219 

Llanboidy  ) Gynnin 
Llanwinio  ) Scheme 

Nil 

223 

223 

713 

Laugharne  ) 

St.  Clears  ) 

Eglwyscummin  ) 

Llanddowror  ) Western 

Meidrim  ) Area 

Nil 

1940 

1940 

6208 

Llangain  ) Scheme 

Llangynog  ) 

Llanstephan  ) 

Llangynin  ) 

Llangendeirne  ) 

Llanarthney  ) Eastern 

Llanddarog  ) Area 

20 

2856 

2876 

9203 

Llangunnor  ) Scheme 

Llandyfaelog  ) 

| 

Total 

30 

7135 

i 

7165 

22772 

1 

Sewerage  : 

Mr.  G.  G.  Thomas,  the  Council’s  Engineer  and  Surveyor  reports 
as  follows  on  the  position  at  the  end  of  1970. 

It  is  pleasing  to  finally  report  the  completion  of  the  scheme  to 
serve  the  Pensarn  and  Llangunnor  areas.  Further  delays  were  exper- 
ienced on  this  Scheme  during  the  year  and  it  was  only  in  December 
that  it  became  operational.  The  whole  of  the  Council  estates  at 
Tre-Gynwr  and  Brynmeurig  were  immediately  connected  to  the  newr 
system  to  supersede  the  temporary  treatment  units  used  for  the  last 
three  years.  It  is  anticipated  that  all  private  properties  in  the  Llan- 
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gunnor  and  Pensarn  areas  covered  by  the  Scheme  will  be  connected 
in  the  early  months  of  1971. 

This  year  also  saw  the  completion  of  the  scheme  for  Clynderwen 
carried  out  jointly  with  the  Narberth  R.D.C.  thus  providing  a long 
awaited  amenity  to  this  large  community  on  the  borders  of  our  area. 

The  contract  for  relaying  the  main  sewers  in  the  Corran  Brook, 
Laughame  was  commenced  during  the  year  and  should  be  completed 
in  the  spring  of  1971.  It  is  still  hoped  that  the  further  work  of 
providing  partial  treannent  and  some  new  sewers  in  Laugharne  will 
receive  Ministry  approval  very  soon  so  that  this  work  can  also  be 
commenced  in  1971.  Due  to  various  delays  a start  was  not  made  on 
the  Upper  Pendine  Scheme  but  this  will  commence  early  in  1971  when 
further  progress  on  the  take  over  of  the  sewerage  system  within  the 
Defence  Establishment  is  also  anticipated. 

Consent  has  been  received  during  the  latter  part  of  the  year  to 
the  carrying  out  of  the  schemes  at  Four  Roads  and  Llanddowror  as 
well  as  for  reconstructing  the  Treatment  Plant  at  Trelech.  Tenders 
for  all  these  Schemes  are  being  invited  as  quickly  as  possible  and  all 
three  will  be  under  construction  in  the  early  part  of  1971. 

Ministry  approval  has  also  been  received  for  the  Llanddarog/ 
Porthyrhyd  scheme  but  delays  over  land  acquisition  has  held  up  the 
invitation  of  tenders.  However,  all  efforts  will  be  made  to  proceed 
with  this  scheme  also  in  1971. 

Looking  ahead  to  next  year  it  is  planned  to  carry  out  extensions 
to  the  Llangunnor  and  St.  Clears  Schemes  and  also  to  submit  pro- 
posals for  enlarging  the  Whitland  Treatment  Works  now  at  full 
capacity. 


RODENT  CONTROL 


The  following  table  summarises  the  number  of  properties  in- 
spected during  the  year  and  the  number  found  to  be  infested. 


Type  of  Property 

Non- 

Agricultural 

Agricultural 

1 (a)  Total  number  of  properties  (includ- 

ing nearby  premises)  inspected 
following  notification 

232 

92 

(b)  No.  infested  by  (i)  Rats  ... 

202 

91 

(ii)  Mice  ... 

9 

1 

2 (a)  Total  number  of  properties  inspected 

for  rats  and/or  mice  for  reasons 
other  than  notification 

541 

93 

(b)  No.  infested  by  (i)  Rats  ... 

312 

13 

(ii)  Mice  ... 

63 

2 
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During  the  year  infestations  in  premises  in  the  Pensarn  district 
which  were  found  to  be  warfarin  resistant  in  1969  were  again  treated 
with  acute  poisons  only.  This  was  carried  out  in  conjunction  with 
the  Ministry.  Householders  within  the  area  were  advised  not  to  use 
warfarin  poisons  and  were  requested  to  inform  the  department  of 
infestations  so  that  treatment  with  acute  poisons  could  be  carried  out. 

The  Annual  ten  per  cent  baiting  and  the  first  maintenance 
treatment  of  the  sewer  systems  throughout  the  rural  area  were  carried 
out  during  the  months  of  May  and  June  when  245  manholes  were 
test  baited.  The  second  maintenance  treatment  was  undertaken  in 
November. 

Regular  visits  were  made  to  the  Council’s  Sewage  Disposal  Works 
and  Refuse  Disposal  Sites  where  treatments  were  carried  out  when 
necessary. 

The  Rodent  Operators  again  assisted  residents  of  the  area 
generally  in  dealing  with  complaints  concerning  ants,  flies,  bees,  wasps, 
bats  and  other  insect  pests  in  dwellings. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 

AND  HOUSING  MANAGER  FOR  THE  YEAR  1970 

Public  Health  and  Housing  Department, 
3 Spilman  Street, 

Carmarthen. 

October  1971. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Carmarthen  Rural  District 

Council. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Once  again  it  is  my  privilege  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  on 
the  environmental  health  duties  and  housing  functions  of  the  Depart- 
ment for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1970. 

Even  though,  over  the  last  few  years,  the  level  of  improvement 
grant  applications  in  the  district  has  been  running  at  a comparatively 
high  level,  the  implementation  of  the  Housing  Act,  1969,  certainly 
gave  a further  impetus  to  this  important  aspect  of  the  environmental 
health  service.  This  is  reflected  in  the  fact  that  152  Discretionary 
and  16  Standard  Grants  were  formally  approved  during  the  year, 
which  gives  a percentage  increase  of  over  70%  on  the  Discretionary 
Grants  approved  in  1969.  The  increased  maximum  of  £1,000  was 
certainly  well  received  by  landlords  in  general,  and  as  far  as  this  area 
is  concerned,  by  owner/occupiers  in  particular.  A total  of  1,891 
dwellings  have  been  improved  since  the  inception  of  the  first  im- 
provement grant  legislation  in  1949,  which  is  approximately  23%  of 
the  present  number  of  dwellings  in  the  area  (excluding  Council 
houses).  When  one  considers  that  the  housing  stock  figure  includes 
post-war  private  dwellings,  the  Council  can  justifiably  feel  very  proud 
of  its  record  in  this  field. 

During  the  year,  the  Council  approved  a three  year  building 
programme,  catering  for  the  erection  of  238  dwellings  comprising 
203  two  bedroom  bungalows,  7 two  bedroom  flats  and  28  three  bed- 
room houses.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  Council  have  concentrated  on 
the  provision  of  housing  for  the  elderly  in  the  proportion  of  nine 
bungalows  to  one  house.  This  is  not  the  actual  proportionate  rate 
of  demand  but  in  the  house-letting  policy,  considerable  emphasis  is 
placed  on  transfer  of  aged  persons  from  under-occupied  three  bed- 
room houses  to  bungalows.  Accurate  figures  of  transfers  that  will 
arise  cannot  be  given  with  certainty,  because  with  the  “senior  citizens’’ 
the  question  of  transfers  may  give  rise  to  heartaches.  It  is  not  the 
Council’s  policy  to  compulsorily  arrange  transfers  but  much  depends 
upon  gentle  persuasion  by  both  the  staff  of  the  department  and  local 
council  members. 
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In  the  body  of  the  report  a fairly  detailed  account  of  the  en- 
vironmental health  services  is  given  together  with  the  relevant  statistics 
as  required.  This  illustrates  how  comprehensive  are  the  housing  and 
public  health  functions  of  the  department  and  shows  how  closely 
allied  are  a number  of  the  public  health  and  housing  duties. 

I again  wish  to  pay  tribute  to  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  and 
to  the  technical  and  clerical  staff  of  the  department,  upon  whom  falls 
the  daily  routine  and  other  emergency  work,  and  for  working  outside 
the  normally  accepted  scheduled  hours  when  the  necessity  arose.  I 
would  also  like  to  pay  tribute  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Dr. 
Elfyn  T.  Jones,  for  his  helpful  advice  and  encouragement. 

Finally  I wish  to  thank  the  Chairman  of  the  Council,  Chairman 
of  the  Housing,  Planning  and  Public  Health  Committee,  other 
Committee  Chairmen  and  all  members  of  the  Council  for  their 
unfailing  general  support,  co-operation  and  courtesy  at  all  times  and 
to  the  other  Chief  Officers  and  their  staff  for  their  co-operation. 

I remain, 

Yours  sincerely, 

GETHIN  THOMAS, 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
and  Housing  Manager. 
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COUNCIL  HOUSE  DEVELOPMENT 

Following  a detailed  assessment  of  the  housing  needs  in  the  area, 
the  council  adopted  a three  year  building  programme  which  caters 
for  the  erection  of  238  dwellings  comprising  203  two  bedroom  bung- 
alows, 7 two  bedroom  flats  and  28  three  bedroom  houses. 

The  housing  programme,  is  concentrated  mainly  on  the  con- 
struction of  two  bedroom  specially  adapted  bungalows  for  the  elderly 
but  also  serves  the  dual  purpose  of  housing  families  of  three  and 
under  when  required.  National  and  local  statistics  show  a vast  per- 
centage increase  in  the  number  of  elderly  in  our  communities  and  of 
course  the  rural  areas  will  house  a larger  percentage,  due  to  the  un- 
balance of  young  and  old  in  country  districts. 

The  proportion  of  two  bedroom  bungalows  in  the  three  year 
building  programme  is  at  the  rate  of  9 bungalows  to  1 house.  This 
is  not  the  proportionate  rate  of  demand  but  the  council’s  policy  of 
encouraging  transfers  enables  a number  of  tenants  to  move  from 
under-occupied  three  bedroom  houses  to  bungalows,  thereby  releasing 
the  larger  houses  for  families  on  the  housing  list.  This  policy  simply 
means  that  the  Council  will  have  a number  of  three  bedroom  houses 
available  for  letting  for  the  cost  of  two  bedroom  bungalows. 

During  the  year  43  two  bedroom  bungalows  together  with  2 two- 


bedroom  flats  were  built  in  the  district,  viz  : — 

Cwmcatty,  Porthyrhyd  ... 

8 Bungalows 

Cwmmwyn,  Gorslas 

17  Bungalows 

Ger-yr-Eglwys,  Llanstephan 

6 Bungalows 

The  Retreat,  Llanstephan  ... 

2 Flats 

Lon  Las,  Pwlltrap 

5 Bungalows 

Hafan  Deg,  Llanarthney 

7 Bungalows 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  the  total 

number  of  dwellings  in  the 

council’s  ownership  amounted  to  1,635. 

This  figure  includes  care- 

takers  bungalows  owned  by  the  Council  aslo  private  houses  acquired 

by  the  Council  over  the  years. 

A summary  of  the  total  number 

of  various  Council  owned 

dwellings  is  as  follows  : — 

4 bedroom  houses  ... 

25 

3 bedroom  houses  ... 

1136 

3 bedroom  bungalows 

2 

2 bedroom  houses  ... 

84 

2 bedroom  flats  ... 

47 

2 bedroom  bungalows 

294 

1 bedroom  houses  ... 

2 

1 bedroom  bungalows 

34 

Other  dwellings  including  private  houses 

acquircd  (not  included  above)  ... 
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HOUSING  TENANCIES 


The  number  of  relets  last  year  increased  by  19  making  a figure 
of  107  compared  with  88  the  previous  year.  This  represents  a 
percentage  rate  of  6.6%  which  has  been  the  highest  rate  since  1962. 


1961|1962 

i 

1963|1964 

i 

1965 

1966 

1967 

1968 

1 

1969 

1970 

No.  of  Dwellings  ... 

1065|1079|  109511 197 

i 

1232  1281 

1 

1491 

1527|'  1568 

ii 

1613 

No.  of  Relets 

55  j 78 

i 

601  40 

70 

54 

551 

100 

88 

107 

% Rate 

5.1|  7.2, j 5.41  3.3 

5.6 

4.2 

3.7 

6.5' 

— 

5.6 

6.6 

The  table  of  relets  over  the  last  ten  years,  as  given  above,  shows 
that  the  rate  has  fluctuated  between  3.3%  and  7.2%  over  the  period, 
with  an  annual  average  of  5.3%. 

This  has  been  a very  valuable  contribution  to  the  annual  housing 
allocation,  particularly  when  the  house  building  rate  has  been 
restricted  due  to  economic  and  other  factors.  It  is  now  more  than 
the  average  annual  building  programme  in  the  post-war  period.  The 
Tre-Gynwr  Estate  still  has  the  highest  percentage  relet  rate,  the 
figure  being  10%  which  compares  with  a rate  of  12.13%  in  1969  and 
12.8%  in  1968.  It  has  been  previously  stated  that  one  of  the  reasons 
for  this  greater  turn-over  is  that  the  rents  are  £1  a week  higher  than 
for  other  sites  and  also  that  some  families  on  the  lower  income  group 
find  the  rent  more  than  they  can  reasonably  afford.  It  is  too  early 
as  yet  to  attach  any  significance  to  the  gradual  drop  in  the  relet  rate 
at  Tre-Gynwr  over  the  past  three  years,  but  it  is  interesting  to  note 
that  the  majority  of  the  tenants  who  left,  did  so  for  the  purpose  of 
acquiring  their  own  private  accommodation  in  the  rural  district. 

During  the  year  a total  of  152  dwellings  were  allocated  as 
follows  : — 

4 bedroom  houses  ...  ...  1 

3 bedroom  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  76 

2 bedroom  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

2 bedroom  bungalows  ...  ...  ...  64 

1 bedroom  bungalows  ...  ...  ...  1 

2 bedroom  flats  ...  ...  8 

The  number  of  transfers  dealt  with  decreased  when  compared 
with  last  year,  namely  44  and  the  categories  into  which  they  were 
placed  are  as  follows  : — 

Transfers  between  Authorities  ...  ...  1 

Transfer  to  other  sites  ...  '.  5 

Transfer  on  same  site  ...  ...  ...  7 

Transfer  following  death  of  statutory  tenant  28 

Transfer  for  domestic  reasons  ...  ...  3 
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HOUSING  WAITING  LIST 


At  the  end  of  the  year  now  under  review  there  were  712  appli- 
cants registered  on  the  housing  waiting  list  maintained  by  the  depart- 
ment. This  included  403  rural  district  residents  and  309  applicants 
resident  outside  the  council’s  area.  The  figure  for  the  previous  year 
was  594  (including  outside  rural  district  applicants)  but  during  that 
year  a detailed  questionnaire  was  sent  to  all  applicants  to  ascertain 
whether  or  not,  they  still  desired  to  remain  on  the  housing  waiting-list. 

You  will  undoubtedly  appreciate  that  the  waiting- list  does  not 
always  give  a true  indication  of  the  housing  need  in  all  instances, 
particularly  in  so  far  as  specially  adapted  bungalows  for  the  aged  are 
concerned.  In  villages  *or  districts  where  no  bungalows,  or  only  a 
few  have  been  built,  there  does  not  appear  to  be  any  incentive  for 
aged  persons  to  apply.  As  pointed  out  in  previous  reports,  it  is  my 
experience,  that  elderly  applicants  soon  apply  when  they  actually  see 
bungalows  being  erected  by  the  Council.  The  composition  of  the 
403  applicants  resident  within  the  rural  district  is  as  follows  : — 


O. A. P.’s  92 

1 in  family  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  37 

2 in  family  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Ill 

3 in  family  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  97 

4 in  family ...  38 

5 in  family  ...  ...  ...  19 

6 and  over ...  ...  ...  9 


The  Housing  Manager  is  solely  responsible  for  house  letting 
without  reference  to  a committee.  Dwellings  are  allocated  according 
to  the  council’s  housing  points  scheme,  and  other  merits,  following 
detailed  investigations  by  the  department.  All  applications  are  im- 
mediately registered  by  the  department,  but  except  in  special  circum- 
stances, the  applicants  are  not  placed  on  the  active  list  until  a period 
of  six  months  has  elapsed  since  date  of  application  or  date  of  marriage, 
whichever  is  the  latter. 

Key  workers  are  considered  by  the  Housing  Committee  on  their 
individual  merits. 


HOUSING  OF  THE  ELDERLY 

The  housing  needs  of  the  elderly  are  still  paramount  in  the 
minds  of  members  of  the  Council,  particularly  their  welfare  needs, 
and  for  this  they  deserve  great  credit.  One  continually  reads  or 
hears  on  the  radio  or  television  of  the  problem  of  the  elderly  in  the 
community  and  that  this  will  considerably  increase  in  future  years. 
One  must  be  careful  not  to  categorise  aged  people  as  a problem, 
but  simply  to  assess  their  needs  in  the  same  way  as  the  needs  of  the 
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young  and  the  middle-aged  are  assessed.  It  is  an  established  fact 
that  because  of  the  advancement  in  medical  science  and  improved 
social  and  environmental  conditions,  people  are  living  longer  and  as  a 
consequence  there  will  be  a higher  proportion  of  elderly  people  in 
the  community. 

I have  previously  stated,  that  it  is  simply  not  sufficient  to  provide 
the  dwellings  and  leave  it  at  that,  with  the  hope  that  good  neighbour- 
liness will  solve  any  welfare  or  social  problems  that  might  arise. 
Even  though  as  a race,  we  are  noted  for  our  community  spirit  and 
“togetherness”,  in  practice  it  is  not  always  sufficient  security  for  an 
elderly  person,  particularly  when  living  alone.  In  this  day  and  age, 
one  should  not  rely  on  the  possible  infrequent  call  of  a neighbour  to 
see  how  an  elderly  tenant  is  managing.  The  Council  have  recognised 
this  fact  and  have  jbeen  in  the  forefront  in  this  part  of  the  country 
in  providing  “sheltered  housing  accommodation”  for  our  “senior 
citizens”.  This  has  entailed  the  provision  of  a warden  service,  and  in 
conjunction  with  the  three  year  housing  programme  approved  during 
the  year,  a comprehensive  programme  was  accepted  by  the  Council 
incorporating  the  extension  of  the  warden  and  supervisory  service. 
The  proposed  bungalows  are  scattered  on  26  sites  throughout  the 
rural  district,  and  the  scheme  envisages  peripatetic  and  resident 
wardens  together  with  supervisors,  depending  on  the  size  and  location 
of  the  bungalows.  At  the  end  of  the  year,  the  Council  had  4 wardens 
and  4 supervisors  and  it  is  hoped  that  during  1971,  this  number  will 
be  doubled. 

The  total  number  of  bungalows  provided  in  the  district  is  now 
330  of  which  285  are  specially  adapted  for  the  needs  of  the  elderly. 
A number  of  elderly  persons  have  been  rehoused  from  isolated 
cottages  in  the  truly  rural  parts  of  the  area,  and  in  all  cases  they  have 
expressed  their  joy  at  the  peace  of  mind  which  now  prevails,  knowing 
that  sympathetic  help  is  at  hand,  if  they  need  it.  The  important 
factor  is  that  help  is  there,  if  required,  which  means  that  elderly 
people  can  still  achieve  something  that  is  vital  to  them — a sense  of 
independence  by  being  in  their  own  home.  It  is  my  opinion  that 
welfare  authorities  should  devote  even  more  of  their  financial  resources 
to  help  housing  authorities  to  house  elderly  people  within  the 
community,  rather  than  in  residential  homes.  It  is  still  regrettable 
that  the  Council  only  receive  £30  per  annum  from  the  welfare 
authority  for  each  approved  tenant  housed.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  in 
the  forthcoming  year  the  grant  will  be  substantially  increased,  but 
up  to  the  date  of  writing  this  report,  there  has  been  very  little  progress 
in  this  direction. 

One  occasionally  hears  criticisms  that  whereas  considerable  effort 
is  made  by  local  authorities  for  the  welfare  of  aged  persons  living 
in  “sheltered  housing  schemes”  that  comparatively  little  is  done  for 
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an  elderly  tenant  living  in  a private  house.  In  many  respects  this  is 
valid  criticism,  but  with  the  present  legislation,  housing  authorities 
can  only  deal  with  tenants  of  council  properties.  The  Chronically 
Sick  and  Disabled  Persons  Act,  1970,  however,  will  cater  for  the 
chronic  sick  and  disabled  living  in  private  accommodation  and  will 
alleviate  some  of  their  welfare  needs.  This  Act  is  of  course  mainly 
operated  by  County  Welfare  Authorities. 

Circular  84/69  which  deals  with  the  standard  of  accommodation 
to  be  provided  for  the  elderly,  became  fully  operative  during  the 
year.  It  is  a considerable  improvement  on  the  standards  imposed 
by  Circular  18/57.  One  aspect  which  is  of  particular  benefit  to  old 
people,  is  the  improved  heating  of  bungalows  which  provides  for  a 
temperature  of  70°F  in  the  bedroom,  living  room,  kitchen,  bathroom 
and  circulation  areas. 

Even  though  every  endeavour  is  made  to  rehouse  “senior  citizens” 
living  in  sub-standard  accommodation,  the  department  do  come 
across  quite  a few  people  who  do  not  wish  to  move  from  their  homes 
where  they  have  lived  for  many  years.  In  quite  a few  cases  these 
dwellings  lack  modern  amenities  and  are  invariably  owned  by  the 
elderly  occupiers,  who  have  very  little  capital,  apart  from  the  capital 
invested  in  the  house  and  therefore  have  no  financial  resources 
available  to  improve  their  dwellings.  Following  the  advent  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1969,  however,  the  Council  are  empowered  to  issue 
Maturity  Loans  which  can  be  a considerable  help  in  a situation  as 
that  described.  They  can,  at  the  council’s  discretion,  borrow  the 
required  capital  from  the  Council  and  during  their  lifetime  all  they 
will  have  to  pay  is  the  interest  on  the  sum  borrowed,  the  loan  be- 
coming a charge  on  the  property  which  is  redeemable  on  the  death 
of  the  tenant.  In  such  cases,  the  elderly  owner/occupier  is  usually 
entitled  to  receive  payment  for  the  interest  payments  from  the  Depart- 
ment of  Health  and  Social  Security  in  the  same  way  as  he  would 
receive  a rent  allowance  if  he  was  a tenant.  The  maturity  loan  has 
the  advantage  of  enabling  the  elderly  owner/occupier  to  live  in  a 
house  with  modem  amenities,  in  the  exact  position  in  which  he  chose 
to  live  in  the  first  place.  This  is  of  course  near  to  his  friends  and 
possibly  his  family.  It  is  hoped  during  the  coming  year,  that  the 
Council  will  be  able  to  implement  a policy  of  this  kind,  which  can  be 
a boon  to  quite  a few  of  the  elderly,  who  for  varying  reasons  will  not 
move  from  their  sub-standard  dwellings.  One  such  application  had 
been  received  during  the  year,  work  on  which  should  be  completed 
during  1971. 
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HOUSING  OF  THE  HANDICAPPED 

The  Council  continued  with  its  policy,  as  in  former  years,  of 
providing  specially  adapted  bungalows  for  the  physically  handicapped 
and  during  the  year,  two  were  provided,  namely,  one  at  Gorslas  and 
the  other  at  Porthyrhyd.  Detailed  consultations  regarding  the  adapt- 
ations were  undertaken  by  the  department  and  the  Engineer’s  Depart- 
ment and  most  important  of  all,  with  the  handicapped  persons  or 
their  families  and  the  welfare  officer  dealing  with  the  handicapped. 
In  the  majority  of  cases,  facilities  such  as  ramps,  low  baths,  wide 
opening  doors,  extensions  to  water  taps  for  easier  manipulation, 
correct  fixing  of  light  switches  and  power  points  and  other  modi- 
fications to  suit  the  needs  of  the  particular  individual  were  provided. 

During  the  year  “The  Chronically  Sick  and  Disabled  Persons 
Act,  1970”  came  into  operation.  This  Act  is  a welcome  advance- 
ment in  catering  for  the  varying  needs  of  the  handicapped  person 
and  will  be  administered  mainly  by  County  and  County  Borough 
Councils  as  Welfare  authorities.  Section  3 of  the  Act  however,  makes 
it  plain,  that  in  carrying  out  their  duties  housing  authorities  must 
have  regard  to  the  housing  need  of  the  disabled  as  well  as  the  other 
housing  needs  of  the  area.  I am  happy  to  report  that  the  Council 
have  materially  done  this  over  a number  of  years,  because  the  pro- 
vision of  specially  adapted  dwellings  for  the  handicapped  has  been 
carried  out  in  conjunction  with  the  County  Welfare  Authority — the 
latter  paying  half  the  cost.  Apart  from  the  provision  of  new  dwell- 
ings, a number  of  council  houses  have  been  provided  with  adaptations 
necessary  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  tenants  suffering  from  varying 
disabilities.  A register  of  the  disabled  is  being  kept  by  the  Welfare 
Authority  and  in  areas  where  the  Council  propose  building  in  accord- 
ance with  the  three  year  building  programme,  the  department  liaise 
with  that  Authority  to  ascertain  whether  there  are  any  disabled 
persons  registered  within  the  catchement  area  of  that  particular 
locality. 


HOMELESS  FAMILIES 

The  Council,  in  conjunction  with  the  County  Council  Welfare 
Committee  have  made  available  a private  house,  “Brithdir”,  at  Cefn- 
eithin.  It  is  used  for  the  purpose  of  housing  displaced  or  homeless 
families,  the  rent  of  which,  while  the  house  is  unoccupied,  is  paid  by 
the  County  Welfare  Department.  The  house  remained  vacant  until 
the  9th  of  May  when  it  was  occupied  by  a displaced  family  from 
Carway. 
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HOUSING  MANAGEMENT 

During  the  year  great  difficulty  was  still  being  experienced  as 
in  previous  years,  regarding  the  speedy  execution  of  repair  work. 
The  average  waiting  period  for  general  repair  work  was  6 to  9 months 
which  was  very  unsatisfactory  both  from  the  tenant  and  the  Council's 
point  of  view. 

I have  recommended  on  more  than  one  occasion  that  the  housing 
maintenance  staff  be  increased  by  the  appointment  of  additional 
craftsmen,  in  particular  a bricklayer  and  a carpenter.  The  Council, 
however,  decided  not  to  employ  additional  craftsmen  but  to  wait  until 
“Work  Study”  had  been  operative  for  some  time  before  deciding  on 
that  issue.  The  Work  Study  department  commenced  a “time  and 
motion”  study  on  the  carpentry  and  building  trades  during  the  latter 
half  of  the  year  now  under  review,  and  it  was  anticipated  that  this 
would  become  operative  by  April,  1971.  It  is  hoped  that  the  in- 
creased incentives  to  the  housing  maintenance  craftsmen  and  labourers 
will  help  to  ease  the  considerable  backlog  of  repair  work  that  now 
prevails.  The  Work  Study  department  completed  their  studies  of 
the  painting  section  of  the  Housing  Maintenance  staff  and  the  in- 
centive bonus  scheme  became  operative  during  the  latter  part  of  the 
year.  This  entailed  an  average  weekly  wage  increase  of  a third  to 
the  painting  section  and  from  the  Council’s  point  of  view  the  rate  of 
painting  work  was  more  than  doubled.  It  can  be  clearly  seen,  there- 
fore that  the  first  advent  of  “Work  Study”  into  housing  management 
has  in  its  early  days  been  of  benefit  both  to  the  Council  tenants  and 
staff  concerned.  Tenants  are  still  allowed  though  to  paint  their 
own  houses  if  they  so  desire  for  which  the  Council  pay  £3  for  a 
bungalow  and  £5  for  a house  plus  of  course  providing  the  materials. 

This  Council,  in  common  with  all  other  Councils  as  far  as  I 
am  aware  have  their  “problem  families”  but  regrettably  at  times  this 
picture  becomes  very  distorted  by  the  general  public.  As  I have 
previously  stated,  by  far  the  majority  of  tenants  are  very  good,  both 
in  regard  to  the  manner  in  which  they  keep  their  dwellings  and  the 
regular  payment  of  rents. 

During  the  year,  the  Council  availed  themselves  of  a £20,000 
loan  from  the  Welsh  Office  in  order  to  finance  the  installation  of 
various  central  heating  schemes  in  existing  Council  houses.  As 
mentioned  in  my  previous  report,  the  installations  are  based  on  a 
rent  option  scheme  whereby  the  Council  supervises  the  work  of 
Installation  carried  out  by  the  South  Wales  Electricity  Board,  Wales 
Gas  Board  and  Messrs.  Everwarm  Homes  Ltd.,  in  conjunction  with 
the  National  Coal  Board.  The  Council  pay  the  contractors  and  the 
tenant  pays  an  additional  weekly  sum  in  perpetuity  based  on  the 
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capital  cost  of  the  scheme.  A total  of  61  schemes  were  installed 
during  the  year  and  are  categorised  as  follows  : — 


In  addition  to  the  rent  option  scheme  5 tenants  installed  solid 
fuel  central  heating  schemes,  having  made  private  arrangements  with 
a central  heating  contractor. 

As  the  demand  for  central  heating  increased,  the  Council  found 
it  necessary  to  apply  for  a further  loan  towards  the  latter  half  of  the 
year  and  provisional  approval  for  a further  £20,000  loan  was  received. 


The  Public  Health  and  Housing  Department  continued  to  play 
an  active  and  important  part  in  the  encouragement  of  improvement 
grant  schemes,  both  Discretionary  and  Standard.  As  expected,  the 
Housing  Act,  1969,  with  its  new  maximum  grant  of  £1,000  stimulated 
the  interest  of  householders  for  the  improvement  of  their  properties. 

A greatly  increased  volume  of  applications  had  to  be  dealt  with, 
and  in  particular  applications  from  persons  resident  outside  Wales, 
increased  in  respect  of  the  acquisition  of  very  old  run-down  cottages 
in  the  rural  area  for  use  as  holiday  and/or  permanent  residences. 

Close  co-operation  continues  to  exist  with  the  Engineer’s  De- 
partment, thus  ensuring  that  the  utmost  assistance  is  given  to  the 
client  in  as  efficient  a manner  as  possible,  thus  obviating  the  undue 
delays  which  can  arise  administratively  when  dealing  with  applications. 

During  the  year  152  Discretionary  Grants  and  16  Standard 
Grants  received  official  approval,  so  showing,  as  regards  Discretionary 
Grants  an  increase  of  over  70%  on  the  figure  for  1969.  This 
undoubtedly  is  attributable  to  the  increased  grant  maximum,  a move 
which  the  Welsh  Office  should  welcome  as  justifying  their  optimism. 

The  table  below,  details  the  number  of  grant-aided  improvement 
schemes  completed  and  the  figures  adequately  illustrate  the  mag- 
nificent record. 

Details  of  Discretionary  and  Standard  Grants  to  31/12/70  are 
as  follows  : — 


Solid  Fuel 


43 

16 

2 


Electricity 
Gas  ... 


HOUSING  IMPROVEMENTS 
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Type  of 
Grant 

Number 
ings Im 

af  Dwell- 
proved 

Amount  Paid 
in  Grant 

Average  Grant 
per  house 

Owner 

Occupied 

Tenanted 

Discretionary 

Standard 

990 

231 

580 

90 

£522,499/15/5 

£45,589/1/1 

£332/3/4 

£142/0/5 

1221 

670 

Total 

18 

91 

£568,088/16/6 

£300/8/4 

UNFIT  HOUSES 

As  mentioned  in  my  previous  Annual  Report  the  type  of  unfit 
house  which  mainly  concerns  this  Council  is  the  individual  unfit 
house.  During  the  year  now  under  review,  there  were  no  houses 
dealt  with  in  clearance  areas  and  none  were  to  be  declared. 


Where  houses  are  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  and 
not  capable  of  being  repaired  at  reasonable  expense,  they  are  repre- 
sented to  the  Council  as  unfit,  unless  the  owner  has  previously  agreed 
to  submit  an  application  for  an  improvement  scheme.  Furthermore 
it  must  be  pointed  out  that  even  in  the  case  of  houses  which  are 
represented  to  the  Council  as  being  unfit,  a large  number  are  finally 
improved,  following  agreement  with  the  respective  owners  or  pros- 
pective purchasers. 

During  1970  sixteen  houses  were  represented  to  the  Council  as 
unfit  for  human  habitation  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1957.  Closing  Orders  or  Demolition  Orders  were  made 
in  seven  cases  under  the  appropriate  section  17.  In  all  the  remain- 
ing cases  undertakings  not  to  relet  were  accepted  by  the  Council 
while  some  of  the  properties  ultimately  received  approval  in  principle 
for  grant-aided  improvement  schemes. 

A total  of  nineteen  families  comprising  fifty  persons  were  re- 
housed from  unfit  houses  and  thirteen  dwellings  were  demolished 
during  the  year. 


RENT  ACT,  1957 

No  Certificates  of  Disrepair  were  issued  during  the  year. 
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FOOD  INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION 
FOOD  HYGIENE 

A total  of  445  visits  were  made  to  registered  and  other  food 
premises  in  the  area,  details  of  which  are  shown  in  the  table  appen- 
ded below  : — 


Type  of  Premises 

No.  of  Premises 

No.  of  Visits 

Complied  with 
Regulation  16 
(wash  hand 
basins)  No. 

Regulation  19 
Applicable 

Complied  with 
Regulation  19 
(food  washing 
equipment)  No. 

Butchers  Shops  includ- 
ing Preserved  Meat 
Premises 

22 

81  1 

22 

22 

22 

Wholesale  Meat 
Premises 

2 

8 

2 

2 

2 

Catering  Establishments 

34 

105 

33 

34 

34 

Bakehouses 

10 

11 

10 

10 

10 

Fish,  Fruit  and  Veget- 
able Shops,  Grocers 
& General  Provision.' 

222 

125 

116 

107 

107 

Ice-Cream  Premises  ... 
(Registered) 

124 

35 

124 

124 

124 

Ice-Cream  Factories  ... 
(Registered) 

1 

9 i 

1 

1 

1 

Fish  and  Chip  Shops 

5 

12 

5 

5 

5 

Licensed  Premises 

90 

39 

83 

89 

87 

Poultry  Processing 
Plants 

1 

20 

1 

1 

1 

Total 

511 

445 

397 

395 

393 

As  no  legal  action  was  implemented  during  the  year,  it  is  obvious 
that  education  and  persuasion  which  is  the  policy  of  the  department 
and  of  course,  the  co-operation  of  the  food  trader  is  bringing  about 
an  improvement  in  food  hygiene  conditions  without  having  to  resort 
to  the  force  of  law. 
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Food  traders  need  to  be  aware,  in  this  more  enlightened  food 
hygiene  era,  of  the  need  for  greater  care  and  control  of  both  premises 
and  stock  in  order  to  make  their  business  operation  successful.  It  has 
been  stated  many  times  that  good  hygiene  means  good  business,  and 
with  the  greater  emphasis  now  being  placed  on  the  storage  and  sale 
of  perishable  commodities,  the  education  of  the  food  trader  in  the 
efficient  use  of  his  frozen  food  cabinets  is  of  paramount  importance 
to  ensure  good  and  safe  stock  handling  and  rotation. 


FOOD  HYGIENE  (MARKETS,  STALLS  AND  DELIVERY 
VEHICLES)  REGULATIONS  1966 

With  the  continued  increase  of  tourism  in  this  rural  holiday 
area  these  Regulations  continue  to  enable  the  Council  to  exercise 
control  over  the  traders  for  whom  the  Regulations  were  specifically 
designed.  Being  an  area  containing  a number  of  beaches  the  number 
of  ice  cream  vehicles  remains  at  a relatively  high  level.  Generally 
the  standard  encountered  during  the  inspection  of  all  types  of  vehicles 
is  satisfactory. 

Education  of  casual  labour  in  hygienic  requirements  continues 
to  take  place  due  to  the  influx  of  such  personnel  being  employed 
during  the  holiday  period. 

The  appended  table  shows  the  estimated  number  of  vans 
operating  in  the  area  and  the  type  of  food  sold  by  these  vans.  Apart 
from  these,  some  80  vans  enter  the  area  from  outside. 

Ice  Cream  Vans  ...  ...  ...  ...  65 

Grocers/Bakers  ...  ...  ...  ...  52 

Butchers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Others  ...  14 

As  in  former  years  in  addition  to  normal  routine  inspections 
of  vans,  food  stalls  at  annual  fairs  throughout  the  district  are  inspected 
when  they  are  stationed  at  the  various  villages  throughout  the  area. 


UNSOUND  FOOD 

The  following  table  summarises  the  type  of  food  examined  and 
condemned  during  the  year.  The  meat  and  offal  condemned  in  the 
five  private  abattoirs  within  the  Council’s  area,  is  excluded  : 


Meat,  Fish  etc.  at  Wholesale  Shops  ... 

72 

lbs. 

Meat,  Poultry  etc.  at  Retail  Shops  ... 

170 

lbs. 

Cooked  Meat  and  Meat  Products  ... 

9 

lbs. 

Canned  foods  including  meats 

257 

lbs. 

Frozen  Foods  ... 

309 

lbs. 

Fish  condemned  in  transit  ... 

112 

lbs. 
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The  majority  of  these  condemned  products  were  brought  to  the 
attention  of  the  department  by  the  traders  concerned.  A complaint, 
however,  was  received  about  a tin  of  Corned  Beef,  that  had  been 
purchased  locally,  and  was  alleged  to  contain  a foreign  body.  The 
tin  in  question  was  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  for  the  purpose 
of  bacteriological  and  analytical  examination.  The  alleged  foreign 
body  was  found  to  be  not  injurious  to  health,  but  however,,  rendered 
the  product  unsightly  and  therefore  unsaleable.  The  matter  was 
discussed  with  the  manufacturer  and  retailer  concerned. 

1121bs.  of  Mackerel  was  inspected  at  Carmarthen  Railway 
Station,  and  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption  due  to  de- 
composition in  transit.  151bs.  of  Irish  Bacon  was  inspected  at  whole- 
sale premises  in  Pensam  and  condemned  due  to  an  abscess  infection  , 
51bs.  of  Polish  Ham  was  condemned  due  to  decomposition,  at  a local 
grocery  store. 

Mechanical  or  electrical  faults  in  refrigeration  equipment  was 
responsible  for  the  voluntary  surrender  of  711bs.  of  turkey  and  791bs. 
chicken  at  retail  premises  in  Gorslas  and  the  total  contents  of  two 
deep-freezers  at  Amroth.  Various  tinned  foods  were  surrendered 
at  retail  premises  in  Gorslas,  Cefneithin  and  Pontyates. 

Members  of  the  public  are  asked  to  be  careful  before  purchasing 
damaged  cans  and  to  remember  that  rusty  containers  and  defective 
seams  can  adversely  affect  the  food  product.  If  in  any  doubt,  what- 
soever, the  customer  or  the  trader  should  contact  the  public  health 
inspectorate. 


PRIVATE  SLAUGHTERHOUSES 

The  number  of  privately  owned  licensed  slaughterhouses  in  the 
rural  district  is  5.  Licences  are  renewed  annually.  All  the  slaughter- 
houses have  been  modernised  and  brought  up  to  standard  structurally. 
Regular  inspection  is  undertaken  so  as  to  ensure  the  sanitary  and 
hygienic  practices  in  the  slaughtering  operations  and  the  handling 
of  meat  in  the  slaughterhouses.  Good  management  and  personal 
hygiene  is  essential  in  the  abattoirs.  All  meat  inspected  by  a Public 
Health  Inspector  and  passed  fit  for  human  consumption  by  him,  is 
marked  with  a distinguishing  stamp  before  the  meat  is  removed  from 
the  slaughterhouses. 

A total  of  496  visits  were  made  to  the  slaughterhouses  during 
the  year  and  the  number  of  animals  slaughtered  is  as  shown  below. 
It  will  be  seen  that  there  was  a considerable  increase  in  the  number 
of  sheep  and  lambs  slaughtered,  namely  an  increase  of  64%. 
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1969 

1970 

Cattle 

610 

616 

Cows  ... 

5 

52 

Calves 

2537 

2778 

Sheep  and  Lambs  ... 

4062 

6667 

Pigs  

500 

525 

Goats  ... 

5 

— 

SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  ACT,  1958 

There  were  10  licensed  slaughtermen  in  the  area  with  licences 
being  renewed  annually.  Most  abattoir  owners  continue  to  exper- 
ience difficulty  in  obtaining  sufficient  trainee  or  apprentice  slaughter- 
men. 


The  following  table  summarises  the  amount  of  carcases  and  offal 
inspected  and  condemned  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  at  the 
slaughterhouses  in  the  Rural  District  during  the  year  : — 
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Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  dr  in  part 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

or 

Others 

Number  killed  

616 

52 

2778  • 

6667 

525 

Nil 

Number  inspected  . . 

616 

52 

'2778 

6667 

525 

Nil 

All  diseases 
EXCEPT 
Tubercul- 
osis and 
Cysticerci 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

1 

2 

4 

13 

Nil 

Nil 

Carcases  of 
which  some 
part  or  organ 
was  con- 

demned 

225 

25 

21 

638 

23 

Nil 

Percentage  of  the  number  in- 
spected affected  with  disease 
other  than  Tuberculosis  or 
Cysticerci 

i 

36.69% 

51,93% 

0.90% 

9.61%; 

4.38% 

Nil 

Tubercul- 

osis 

ONLY 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Carcases  of 
which  some 
part  or  organ 
was  con- 
demned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Percentage  of  the  number  in- 
spected affected  with  Tuber- 
culosis   

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Cysticer- 

cosis 

Carcases  of 
which  some 
part  or  organ 
was  con- 

demned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Carcases  sub- 
mitted for 
treatment  by 
refrigeration 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Generalised  and 
totally  con- 
demned 

Nil. 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Total  amount  of  Meat  and  Offal  condemned  at  slaughterhouses 
1 ton  16  cwts  43i  lbs. 
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ICE  CREAM  MANUFACTURING  AND  RETAIL  PREMISES 

During  the  year  two  new  premises  were  registered  for  the 
storage  and  sale  of  ice  cream,  bringing  the  total  number  of  ice  cream 
retail  premises  registered  to  124. 

There  is  only  one  registered  factory,  within  the  district  engaged 
in  the  manufacture  of  ice  cream.  The  factory,  situated  at  Pendine, 
has  a distribution  network  covering  the  whole  of  West  Wales  and  a 
large  amount  of  ice  cream,  ice  lollies  and  speciality  ice  cream  prod- 
ucts are  manufactured  throughout  the  year.  Visits  were  made  to 
ensure  that  the  correct  temperatures  were  attained  in  pasteurisation 
and  cooling  and  to  ensure  that  general  hygienic  conditions  were  being 
maintained. 

The  number  of  ice  cream  samples  taken  were  considerably  lower 
than  in  the  previous  year,  due  to  staffing  difficulties.  The  samples 
were  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Glangwili,  for  the 
purpose  of  bacteriological  examination  and  were  subjected  to  the 
Methylene  Blue  Test.  This  is  a test  devised  to  determine  the  hygienic 
standard  of  the  ice  cream  and  is  categorised  in  four  grades  ; Grades 
1 and  2 are  satisfactory  whereas  Grades  3 and  4 are  an  indication  of 
a deficiency  in  the  hygienic  quality  of  manufacture  and/or  sale  of  the 
finished  product. 

Samples  were  taken  at  various  retail  and  manufacturing  premises 
registered  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream  throughout  the  area  and  also  at 
mobile  vans.  Visits  were  made  to  ensure  that  the  provisions  of  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955  and  the  Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment) 
Regulations  1959  and  1963,  were  complied  with. 


i 1 1 


Grade 

No.  of  Samples 

1 

5 

2 

— 

3 

4 

1 

2 

1 

In  addition  to  the  above,  a further  8 samples  of  ice  cream  were 
taken  but  due  to  a failure  in  the  laboratory  equipment  at  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory,  Glangwili,  a result  could  not  be  obtained. 


POULTRY  INSPECTION 

A poultry  processor  at  Clynderwen  killed  approximately  6,000 
turkeys  during  the  two  weeks  prior  to  Christmas.  The  turkeys  are 
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sold  as  table  birds  to  wholesale  and  retail  butchers  in  the  area,  and 
also  in  wholesale  markets  in  South  Wales.  The  carcases  are  examined 
by  the  processor  who  places  diseased  and  doubtful  carcases  aside  for 
further  examination  by  the  Public  Health  Inspector. 

Butchers’  shops  are  visited  throughout  the  area  to  examine  local 
poultry,  particularly  during  the  Christmas  period. 


POULTRY  PROCESSING  PREMISES 


No.  of 
Premises 

No.  of 
Visits 

No.  of  Birds 
Processed 

Type  of 
Bird 

% unfit  for 
human 
consumption 

Weight  of 
Condemned 
Poultry 

1 

3 

6,000 

Turkeys 

.77% 

215  lbs. 

THE  LIQUID  EGG  (PASTEURISATION)  REGULATIONS, 

1963 

(i)  Number  of  egg  pasteurisation  plants  in  the  district  ) Nil 

(ii)  Number  of  samples  of  liquid  egg  submitted  to  the  ) 

Alpha- Amylase  test  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ) Nil 


MILK  SUPPLIES 

The  licensing  authority  for  the  area  is  the  County  Council  which 
reports  that  at  the  end  of  the  year,  there  were  62  producer /retailers 
and  47  dealers  licences  in  force.  The  County  Council  is  also  re- 
sponsible for  the  processing  part  of  the  only  milk  (heat  treatment) 
plant  in  the  area,  while  the  Rural  District  Council  is  responsible  for 
all  other  aspects  of  dairy  premises. 

In  order  to  avoid  duplication  of  visits,  arrangements  have  been 
made,  in  collaboration  with  the  County  Council  and  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food,  whereby  samples  taken  by  the 
Ministry’s  Officers  for  other  purposes  are  also  examined  for  Brucella 
abortus  organisms.  Samples  arc  taken  on  a batch  basis  from  dairy 
herds,  which  are  suspected  of  harbouring  the  organisms,  and  are 
submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Glangwili,  for  examin- 
ation. All  samples  are  subjected  to  the  Ring  Test  and  the  depart- 
ment is  informed  immediately  of  any  positive  results.  These  require 
further  investigation  on  an  individual  basis  where  again  samples  are 
subjected  to  the  Ring  Test  and  also  a Culture  Test  together  with 
Guinea  Pig  inoculation  to  ensure  a definite  result.  Action  may  be 
taken  in  the  form  of  a warning  or  Order  to  producers  to  adequately 
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pasteurise  all  milk  used  for  human  consumption  in  cases  where 
positive  results  are  obtained. 

During  the  year,  cases  of  Brucellosis  occurred  on  farms  at 
Whitland,  Llanboidy,  Gellywen,  Clynderwen  and  Login.  In  the 
majority  of  cases  it  appeared  that  the  ingestion  of  raw,  untreated 
milk  was  the  source  by  which  the  disease  was  transmitted.  This 
situation  may  be  encountered  time  and  time  again  where  raw  untreated 
milk  is  consumed  in  agricultural  areas  in  preference  to  pasteurised 
milk. 

The  following  table  gives  details  and  results  of  the  number  of 
samples  taken  : — 


No.  of 
Visits 

No.  of  samples 
taken 

No.  of  samples 
which  proved 
positive  to  the 
Brucella  Ring 
Test 

No.  of  samples 
which  proved 
positive  to  the 
Culture  Test 

8 

107 

40 

1 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT  AND  REGULATIONS 

The  Food  and  Drugs  Authority  for  the  area  is  the  County 
Council.  Mr.  E.  G.  Nicholls,  Chief  Inspector  of  the  County  Council, 
reports  as  follows  on  work  done  during  the  year  in  the  area  of  the 
Carmarthen  Rural  District  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955 
and  the  various  Regulations  and  Orders  made  thereunder. 

Total  number  of  samples  of  foodstuffs  and  drugs  sub- 
mitted to  the  Public  Analyst  for  analysis  for  compos- 
itional quality  and  purity  ...  ...  ...  ...  151 

Informal  samples  of  Milk  tested  for  compositional  quality 
by  the  Food  and  Drugs  Inspectors  ...  ...  ...  41 

Informal  samples  of  Alcoholic  Spirits  tested  by  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Inspectors  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Milk  samples  submitted  for  examination  for  bacteriological 

quality  etc.,  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Glangwili  63 


Total  263 


Milk  samples  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst 

Number  of  samples  submitted  ...  ...  101 

Certified  to  be  Genuine 75 

Deficient  in  Non-fatty-solids  due  to  natural  causes  ...  13 

Contained  Extraneous  Water  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 
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Legal  proceedings  under  Section  2,  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955, 
were  instituted  in  respect  of  five  milk  samples  certified  to  contain 
extraneous  water  and  the  fines  and  costs  imposed  were  as  follows  : — 

Particulars  of  Adulteration  Total  Fines  and  Costs 

9.6%  Extraneous  Water  ) £ 26.22 \ 

27.5%  Extraneous  Water  ) 

21.9%  Extraneous  Water  ) same 

19%  Extraneous  Water  ) Supplier  £32.45 

23.5%  Extraneous  Water  ) 

The  amount  of  extraneous  water  in  the  other  8 samples  were 
small,  ranging  between  0.5%  and  2.5%  and  warnings  were  given  to 
the  producer-retailers  concerned. 

Informal  samples  of  Milk 

Forty-one  informal  samples  of  milk  taken  at  schools  and  other 
establishments  were  tested  by  the  Food  and  Drugs  Inspectors.  One 
sample  was  found  to  be  slightly  deficient  in  Non-fatty-solids,  whereas, 
the  remaining  40  samples  were  genuine  in  both  fat  and  non-fatty- 
solids  content. 


Miscellaneous  Foodstuffs  and  Drugs 

Of  the  50  samples  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  46  were 
reported  to  be  satisfactory  in  compositional  quality  and  to  comply 
with  the  relevant  labelling  requirements.  The  following  four  samples 
were  reported  to  be  unsatisfactory  : — 

Description  of  sample  Nature  of  deficiency  or  irregularity 

Orange  Drink  30%  deficient  in  fruit  content. 

Orange  Drink  25%  deficient  in  fruit  content. 

Pork  Pie  The  filling  was  mouldy. 

Lemon  Squash  Contained  excess  preservative. 

Legal  proceedings  were  instituted  against  the  manufacturers  of 
the  Orange  Drinks.  The  manufacturers  of  the  drinks  preferred  an 
information  under  Section  113  (1)  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act, 
1955,  against  the  company  which  had  supplied  the  concentrated 
orange  compound  used  in  the  manufacture  of  the  Orange  Drinks  and 
alleged  that  the  offences  were  due  to  the  act  or  default  of  this  latter 
company  which  had  supplied  a compound  which  was  below  standard. 
The  manufacturers  were  acquitted.  The  company  which  had  supplied 
the  orange  compound  pleaded  guilty  to  both  charges  and  fines  and 
costs  totalling  £64.40  were  imposed. 

Investigations  were  carried  out  in  respect  of  the  mouldy  Pork 
Pie.  There  were  certain  complications  in  regard  to  the  ownership 
of  the  shop,  where  the  pie  had  been  bought,  which  closed  down  a few 
days  afterwards.  After  careful  consideration  of  all  the  circumstances, 
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it  was  decided  not  to  institute  legal  proceedings  but  to  issue  a warning 
to  the  person  in  charge  of  the  shop  at  the  time  of  the  sale  of  the  pie. 

The  Lemon  Squash,  containing  excess  preservative,  had  been 
manufactured  locally.  The  manufacturers  were  warned. 

Alcoholic  Spirits 

Eight  informal  samples  of  alcoholic  spirits  were  taken  at  licensed 
premises  and  were  tested  by  the  Food  and  Drugs  Inspectors.  The 
samples  consisted  of  : — Four  Whisky  ; Three  Gin  ; One  of  Rum.  All 
the  samples  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

The  Milk  (Special  Designation)  Regulations  1963  and  1965 

Sixty-three  samples  of  milk  were  taken  from  licensed  milk- 
dealers  and  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Glangwili, 
for  examination  for  bacteriological  quality  etc.  All  the  samples  were 
reported  to  have  satisfied  the  prescribed  tests. 

The  samples  comprised  : — Pasteurised  Milk — 36  ; Untreated 
Milk — 19  ; Ultra  Heat  Treated  Milk — 7 ; Sterilised  Milk — 1. 

The  nineteen  samples  of  Untreated  Milk  were  also  examined  for 
Brucella  abortus  under  the  Brucella  Ring  Test.  All  the  samples  gave 
negative  results. 


ENVIRONMENTAL  HEALTH— GENERAL 
Intensive  Poultry  Units 

During  the  year  numerous  visits  have  been  made  to  the  intensive 
poultry  units  of  Messrs.  W.  & J.  B.  Eastwoods  at  Gelligaeros,  Cwm- 
ffrwd  and  Llansaint. 

Whilst  no  big  problems  have  arisen  following  the  establishment 
of  the  Llansaint  unit,  the  Gelligaeros  sheds  still  give  cause  for  com- 
plaint from  the  local  residents  at  Cwmffrwd.  A number  of  obser- 
vations have  been  made  during  evenings  and  weekends  following 
reference  to  offensive  smells  at  these  periods.  Observations  show 
that  this  may  well  be  due  to  the  atmospheric  conditions  during  the 
evening  when  temperature  inversions  can  prevail,  with  the  result 
that  any  offensive  smells  would  therefore  remain  at  or  near  ground 
level.  There  were  no  evening  operations  or  weekend  working  at 
Eastwoods  to  account  for  these  complaints. 

Following  complaints  regarding  disposal  of  slurry  on  fields  on 
farms  in  the  district  of  Cwmffrwd  the  management  agreed  that  the 
slurry  tanker  would  not  be  allowed  through  the  village.  On  a few 
occasions  when  this  has  happened  local  farmers  have  asked  for  the 
slurry  as  manure  on  their  fields.  There  is  no  doubt  that  this  type 
of  manure  spreading  causes  a particularly  offensive  smell  for  a few 
days  depending  on  weather  conditions. 
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There  has  not  been  a recurrence  of  the  fly  infestation  of  last 
year  in  the  area.  However,  the  company  were  at  the  end  of  the  year 
still  having  difficulty  with  water  gaining  access  to  the  manure  pits 
under  the  sheds  and  this  means  that  manure  in  slurry  form  has  to  be 
pumped  out  of  the  affected  sheds.  It  is  hoped  that  some  other  means 
of  disposal  and  treatment  of  manure  and  slurry  will  be  employed  by 
the  company  in  the  future.  Mechanical  removal  and  disposal  of  such 
large  volumes  of  manure  and  slurry  associated  with  intensive  product- 
ion, has  to  be  properly  supervised  and  given  the  same  priority  as  that 
afforded  to  the  production  side  of  the  operation.  If  this  is  not  done 
then  inevitably  pollution  will  result. 


CARAVANNING  AND  CAMPING 

Caravanning  still  continues  to  be  popular  in  the  Council’s  area. 
The  popularity  of  touring  caravans  is  still  increasing  and  many  of 
the  standings  on  the  more  newly  developed  sites  are  taken  up  by 
touring  caravans.  It  used  to  be  said  that  the  families  of  touring 
caravans  did  not  want  the  more  sophisticated  toilet  and  shower 
facilities  which  are  provided  on  static  sites.  This  can  no  longer  be 
said  to  be  the  case.  The  Council  in  its  site  licence  conditions,  does 
not  distinguish  between  static  and  touring  sites  ; all  having  to  provide 
the  same  amenities.  The  touring  caravan  owner  has  shown  that  he 
is  appreciative  of  the  high  standard  of  amenity  on  licensed  sites  in 
the  area,  by  using  them  rather  than  taking  advantage  of  the  various 
exemptions  in  the  Act  such  as  staying  in  farm  fields  etc. 

There  are  now  2 sites  in  the  Councils  area  which  are  licensed 

as  tenting  sites  and  have  a high  standard  of  amenity  including 

toilet,  shower,  etc.  facilities  to  caravan  site  licence  standards.  One 
site  provides  a covered  play  area  and  clothes  drying  facilities  for 
families  to  dry  out  in  wet  weather,  and  the  other  has  a complete 
range  of  kitchen  sinks  under  cover,  with  free  hot  water  to  enable 
campers  to  wash  their  dishes  etc.  in  comparative  comfort. 

The  public  health  inspectorate  often  receive  appreciative  com- 
ments on  the  various  caravan  and  camping  sites  in  the  area.  This 

is  in  no  small  measure  due  to  the  high  standard  of  site  licence  con- 

ditions adopted  by  the  Council  and  the  method  of  enforcement  which 
depends  principally  on  encouragement.  It  is  with  the  site  operators, 
however,  that  most  of  the  credit  lies,  as  it  is  they  who  have  provided 
the  amenities,  often  well  above  site  licence  requirements  and  keep  the 
site  up  to  standard  during  the  year.  Most  of  the  sites  are  now  planted 
with  many  trees  and  flowering  shrubs  and  are  provided  with  swings 
etc.  in  the  childrens  play  areas.  Some  sites  are  provided  with 
automatic  washing  machines  and  drying  facilities  and  the  fact  that 
they  are  well  used  shows  the  extra  amenities  to  be  really  worthwhile. 
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There  is  one  private  site  at  Whitland  which  caters  mainly  for 
gypsies  and  other  travellers.  The  site  is  well  run  and  has  shower 
and  toilet  facilities  to  the  full  R.D.C.  Site  Licence  standard.  The 
families  who  come  to  Whitland  regularly,  appreciate  the  amenities 
and  many  stay  for  six  months  or  longer  at  a time.  The  Council’s 
policy  has  been  for  many  years  to  direct  gypsies  to  two  licensed  sites 
both  at  Whitland,  and  to  see  that  modem  amenities  are  provided 
there.  Only  one  site  is  now  operative.  The  success  of  the  policy 
can  be  judged  by  the  fact  that  it  has  not  been  recently  necessary  to 
report  a so  called  gypsy  problem  to  the  Council.  Tribute  must  be 
paid  to  the  site  operator  and  to  the  community  in  which  they  live  that 
no  real  problem  is  evident. 

The  department  was  confronted  with  a problem  during  the  year 
when  several  families  of  Irish  tinkers,  who  camped  on  Council 
property  on  two  occasions,  were  reluctant  to  move  to  a licensed  site. 
In  each  case,  however,  they  moved  after  two  days.  Appended  are 
details  of  the  various  licenced  sites  in  the  area. 


TABLE  OF  LICENSED  CARAVAN  SITES  STILL  OPERATING 
IN  CARMARTHEN  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL’S  AREA 

DURING  1970 


Number  on 

Address 

Type  of  Site 

Licences 

St.  Ishmaels  Caravan  Park,  Ferryside 

Holiday  static  and  touring 

310  + 

30  chalets 

Pibwrwen  Caravan  Site,  Croesy- 

ceiliog 

Residential 

19 

Innisfree  Bungalow,  The  Green, 
Llanstephan 

Sunrise  Bay  Caravan  Park, 

Holiday  static 

7 

Llanstephan 

Holiday  static 

56 

Ants  Hill  Caravan  Park,  Laughame 

Holiday,  touring  some  static 

tenting  site  adjoining 

60  + 
60  tents 

Glanymor  Country  Club,  Laughame 

Holiday  static.  Site  for  13 

undeveloped 

10 

Broadway  Caravan  Park,  Laughame 

Holiday  static,  touring 

12 

New  Inn,  Pendine 

Holiday  static 

7 

Silverdale,  Pendine 

Holiday  static 

66 

Beach  Hotel,  Pendine 

Holiday  static 

6 

Windsor  Caravan  Site,  Pendine 

Holiday  static,  touring 

300  + 
60  tents 

Meadowview,  Pendine 
Red  Roses  Caravan  Park, 

Holiday  static  and  touring 

60 

Red  Roses 

Holiday  static 

25 

Westover  Caravan  Site,  Whitland 

Holiday,  touring,  permanent 

gypsies  & travellers 

25 

Station  Garage  Caravan  Site, 

Whitland 

Holiday,  housing  & permanent  15 
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New  Inn,  Amroth 

Holiday, 

static  and  touring 

100 

Llandre  Farm,  Egremont 

Holiday 

static 

and 

touring 

12 

Llwyn-y-coed,  Egremont 

Holiday 

static 

and 

touring 

22 

Mill  Garage,  Laughame 

Permanent 

8 

In  addition  eight  caravans  were  licensed  on  individual  isolated  sites 
along  disused  farmhouses  etc. 


OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963 

During  the  year  one  additional  premises  was  registered  under 
the  provisions  of  the  above  Act,  which  brings  the  total  number 
registered  to  115. 

Inspections  of  these  premises  have  proceeded  and  the  number 
of  visits  of  all  kinds  (including  general  inspection)  by  the  Public 
Health  Inspectors  totalled  136.  Where  contraventions  were  observed, 
the  owners  or  occupiers  concerned  were  notified. 

One  accident  was  reported  and  investigated. 


SAMPLING  OF  WATER  SUPPLIES 

During  the  year,  numerous  samples  of  public,  private  and  farm 
water  supplies  were  taken  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors.  These 
were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  to  the  Public  Analyst 
at  Bank  Lane,  Carmarthen. 

Samples  from  public  supplies  were  as  follows  : — 


No.  of 

Samples 

Source 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Total 

Eastern  Area  Supply 

8 

3 

11 

Western  Area  Supply 

22 

2 

24 

Llawddog  Supply  ...  ...  ...1 

2 

1 

3 

Gynnin  Valley  Supply 

1 

— 

1 

Fringe  Area  Supply  ...  ... 

— 

1 

1 

Llanglydwen  Village  Supply  . ... 

— 

1 

1 

Morfa  Bychan  Supply  ...  ...! 

2 

— 

2 

Morfa  Bychan  and  Pembs  Water  ... 
Board  Joint  Supply 

4 ! 

2 

6 

Pembrokeshire  Board  Supply 

1 

— 

1 

St.  Ishmael  Supply 

9 

1 1 

10 

Towy  Water  Scheme  Supply  ...' 

13 

12 

25 

The  twelve  unsatisfactory  results  from  the  Towy  Water  Scheme 
supply  were  in  respect  of  daily  samples  of  raw  river  water  taken 
before  treatment  to  check  on  the  quality  of  the  riverrs  water  during 
the  period  of  strike  by  local  authority  sewerage  employees. 

Nine  samples  from  public  supplies  were  submitted  for  chemical 
analysis. 
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Domestic  Connections  to  Farm  Supply  System 

In  collaboration  with  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and 
Foods,  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  again  took  a number  of  water 
samples  from  new  grant-aided  farm  water  supply  schemes.  When 
the  supply  is  connected  to  the  dwelling  house  a certificate  of  suit- 
ability has  to  be  provided  by  the  Department  before  the  Ministry 
will  make  the  appropriate  grant. 
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PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES 

There  are  at  present  in  the  Council’s  area  12  public  conveniences 
situated  as  shown  in  the  table  below  : — 

Facilities  provided  in  Council  owned  Public  Conveniences 


Location. 

GENTS 

LADIES 

Water 

Closets 

Urinals 

Washing 

Facilities 

Water 

Closets 

Washing 

Facilities 

Cefneithin 

1 

3 Stalls 

tap  over  gully 
in  water  closet 
compartment 

2 

cold  water  tap 
over  gully  in  1 
compartment 

Drefach 

1 

3 stalls 

tap  over  gully  in 
water  closet  com- 
partment 

2 

— 

Ferryside 

2 

3 stalls 

1 wash  handbasin 

4 

1 wash  hand  basin 

Gorslas 

1 

3 stalls 

tap  over  gully  in 
water  closet 
compartment 

2 

— 

The  Green, 
Llanstephan 

1 

5 stalls 

— 

3 

1 cold  water  tap 
over  gully  in  one 
W.C.  compart- 
ment 1 corner 
wash  hand  basin 
with  cold  water  tap 

Laugharne 

1 

. 

3 stalls 

.. 

— 

2 

— 

Pendine  cliff 
adjoining 
Spring  Well  Inn 

2 

2 stalls 

— 

4 

— 

Pendine  Car 
Park 

2 

2 stalls 

— 

3 

1 wash  hand  basin 

Pontyates 

1 

3 stalls 

tap  over  gully  in 
W.C.  compart- 
ment 

2 

1 cold  water  tap 
over  gully 

St.  Clears 

1 

6 stalls 

— 

2 

1 wash  hand  basin 

The  Village 
(Llanstephan) 

1 

1 3 stalls 

tap  over  gully  in 
water  closet 
compartment 

2 

cold  water  tap  one 
over  gully  in  W.C. 
compartment 

Whitland 

2 

| 4 stalls 

3 

1 wash  hand  basin 
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Due  to  various  factors,  no  additional  washing  facilities  or  new 
public  conveniences  were  provided  during  the  year.  Arrangements 
were  well  advanced,  however,  to  carry  out  the  installation  of  washing 
facilities  in  the  spring  of  1971.  Plans  had  also  been  drawn  up  by 
the  Council’s  Engineer  for  a completely  new  fibreglass  convenience 
at  Llanboidy  which  it  is  hoped  will  prove  to  be  near  vandal-proof. 


ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 

During  the  period,  no  major  problem  of  atmospheric  pollution 
occurred  within  the  district.  In  previous  years,  nuisances  had  arisen 
from  the  emission  of  dust  from  quarries  which  produced  tarmacadam. 

At  Garnwen  Quarry,  Hebron,  dry  cyclones,  wet  arrestors  and 
metal  screens  were  installed  in  and  around  the  tarmacadam  production 
plant  in  an  effort  to  alleviate  the  dust  problem.  These  measures, 
taken  by  the  management  of  the  quarry,  were  quite  effective  as  dust 
emission  was  greatly  minimised.  No  complaints  have  since  been 
received.  Little  or  no  tarmacadam  was  produced  at  the  Forge 
Quarry,  Bronwydd  during  the  greater  part  of  the  year  ; the  plant  was 
fully  operational  at  the  end  of  December.  Dust  emission  was  kept 
to  a minimum  and  no  complaints  were  received. 

A scientifically  planned  national  survey  of  smoke  and  sulphur 
dioxide  emission  was  designed  during  1960-61,  in  order  to  guide  the 
application  of  the  Clean  Air  Act,  1956,  and  to  assess  the  benefits 
obtained  from  it.  This  continues  to  operate  ; sampling  sites  being 
established  throughout  the  country  to  ensure  a true  statistical  basis. 
One  of  these  sampling  sites  is  situated  at  Llawddog  Pumping  Station, 
Peniel,  a truly  rural  part  of  the  county.  The  apparatus  used  is  for  the 
measurement  of  smoke  and  sulphur  dioxide  simultaneously,  over  a 
period  of  24  hours,  and  expressed  in  volumetric  concentrations,  which 
are  analysed  by  the  Ministry  of  Technology/Department  of  Trade  and 
Industry  at  the  Warren  Spring  Laboratory,  Stevenage.  Results  are 
published  on  a monthly  basis  for  each  individual  site  and  on  an 
annual  basis  in  the  form  of  a National  Survey  report. 

It  is  interesting  to  compare  the  results  obtained  at  the  Council’s 
site  in  the  countryside  with  those  from  the  heavy  industrial  area  at 
Rotherham  and  the  residential  area  at  Kew,  Surrey.  At  Rotherham 
the  average  smoke  and  sulphur  dioxide  readings  of  125  and  199 
microgrammes/cubic  metre  respectively  were  approximately  4 and  11 
times  greater  while  at  Kew,  Surrey,  the  average  readings  of  35  and 
131  microgrammes/cubic  metre  were  approximately  4 and  7 times 
greater.  The  highest  daily  concentration  for  smoke  at  both  sites 
was  approximately  55  and  8 times  greater  respectively  and  for  sulphur 
dioxide  the  readings  were  approximately  9 and  3 times  greater 
respectively. 
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NOISE 

The  department’s  main  involvement  in  noise  problems,  has  been 
due  to  that  arising  from  blasting  operations  in  certain  quarries  in  the 
district.  It  is  appreciated  that  noise  and  vibration  is  very  subjective 
in  that  people  differ  in  their  reaction  to  the  presence  of  unwanted 
sound  and  vibration. 

During  the  year  the  Mines  and  Quarries  Inspectorate  were 
asked  to  investigate  a complaint  of  damage  and  vibration,  caused  by 
blasting  at  a quarry  near  Maesybont.  A petition  was  also  received 
from  local  residents  at  Bronwydd,  complaining  of  excessive  blasting 
being  carried  out  at  a local  quarry.  The  Planning  and  Public  Health 
Sub-Committee  met  local  residents  and  the  matter  was  finally  resolved 
after  assurances  were  given  by  the  Managing  Director  of  the  company 
concerned. 

All  complaints  of  excessive  noise  and  vibration  from  quarries 
are  investigated  as  to  their  cause  and  reason,  whether  as  a result  of 
pure  negligence  or  avoidable  errors  or  as  an  essential  and  unavoidable 
quarrying  necessity. 
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Administration  of  the  Factories  Act,  1961 

Duties  of  the  Council  under  the  Factories  Acts  have  been  carried 
out  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  as  part  of  their  routine  work, 
and  a close  liaison  has  been  maintained,  as  in  former  years  with  the 
District  Inspector  of  Factories. 


PART  1 OF  THE  ACT 

1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors). 


Number 

on 

Register. 

Number  of 

Premises 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i) 

Factories  in  which  Sec- 
tions 1,  2,  3,  4 and  6 
are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities 

2 

9 

Nil 

Nil 

(ii) 

Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Section 
7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

108 

67 

Nil 

Nil 

(iii) 

Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Auth- 
ority (excluding  out- 
workers premises) 

1 

2 

Nil 

Nil 

Total  . . 

111 

78 

Nil 

Nil 

2.  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found. 

No.  of 
cases  in 
which  pro- 
secutions 
were 

instituted. 

Particulars. 

Referred. 

Found. 

Remedied 

To  H.M. 
Inspector. 

By  H.M. 
Inspector. 

Sanitary  Conven- 
iences (S.7.)  . . 
(a)  Insufficient 

Nil 

1' 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective  . . 

Nil 

I 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

(c)  Not  separate 
for  sexes. . 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Total  . . 

Nil 

2 

Nil 

2 

Nil 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA 

(Summary  of  Visits  and  Inspections) 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT 

Tenting  Sites  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Caravan  Sites  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  91 

Caravan  Sites — Gypsies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Dangerous  Structures  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Defects  and  Disrepair  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  141 

Drainage  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  413 

Filthy  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  33 

Verminous  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Health  Education  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Accumulations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  32 

Keeping  of  Animals  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  34 

Noise  Complaints  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Watercourses  and  Streams  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 

ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 

Nuisances  from  Smoke  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Nuisances  from  grit  and  dust  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  68 

Nuisances  from  effluvia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  28 

Smoke  and  S02  Apparatus  (National  Survey)  ...  ...  39 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

Enquiries  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

HOUSING  (GENERAL) 

Certificate  of  Disrepair  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Improvement  Grants  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  498 

Land  Charges  Searches  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  121 

Overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Unfit  House  Inspection  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  69 

Work  in  progress  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

HOUSING  MANAGEMENT 

Interviewing  Applicants  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  982 

Transfer  Investigations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  64 

General  Management  Visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2273 

MISCELLANEOUS 

Public  Conveniences  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  38 

Refuse  Collection  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Refuse  Disposal  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  31 

Rodent  Control  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  32 

Swimming  Pool  (School)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Foreshore  Inspection  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Office,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963  ...  59 

Factories  Acts  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  78 
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